Women'’s County Week 2022 — Southsea

Having come up last year from Division 6, the team were excited about the challenge ahead and
looking on paper, we had a good chance to go up again, but 100% stay. On the first day we took on
Durham and Cleveland who had a group of very experienced players. After a very tight first few
rounds we headed into lunch tied at 3-3. Our 3’s of Millie Smythe and Sienna Smith lost in a close
fought match, the 1’s which consisted of Erin Richardson and Annie Lammas pulled off a fantastic win.
Our 2™ Pair of Abbie Tyler and Mollie Edge, battled hard to win and secured the win that meant we
had one overall. It was already evident that we were going to love the match tiebreak rule for the 3™
set.

Day two we took on Hereford and Worcestershire, on the hottest day ever recorded, although in
fairness, with sea breeze we faired better than other players at different venues. The team remained
the same and in the first round Abbie and Mollie managed to beat the first pair, swinging the tie in our
favour 2-1. Heading into lunch we were 4-2 up, feeling confident as there was no way that our first
pair was losing to their 3. Overall we took the win 6-3, thanks to some determined play from
everyone to get rubbers on the board.
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Heading into Wednesday, we took on Bedfordshire. I came off the bench to partner with Sienna
where we got the first double bagel result of the week! The other pairs just had too much in the
locker and we took all 3 in the opening round. An epic performance from all the players meant that
we managed to win 7-2, our best win of the week and had such a lovely day of tennis. A few of us
headed off for a sea swim, some classic “keep the ball up” games and some dinner.



Thursday, the clouds loomed over Southsea, as we had rather an eventful day against East of
Scotland. They rolled the dice and split all their pairs up, in the knowledge that we lost some players
and gained some fresh players for the final two days. It was one of the most uncomfortable matches
of tennis I have ever watched, for all the wrong reasons. Hindrance rule was discussed at length with
the referee and words were had. We couldn't pull it back and the strength of the EoS, was too much.
We held our heads high and lost overall 7-2. A deflated team, but certainly not by the loss — however,
what can’t make you feel better than going shopping to Gunwharf and a Wagamama'’s!

It was announced on the final day that due to the
weather forecast we would be playing Fast 4 format,
apart from the let cord rule. We needed H&W to work
their magic and we needed to get at least 4 or 5
rubbers from our friends North Wales. We started on
the grass, and it was all going to plan, H&W were
winning, we were winning — but the rain had other
ideas. Anna White and I managed to clock a win as
North Wales 3 had to give the rubber up due to an
injury. A decision was made at 12, that no play was to
continue, and all current playing matches were void.

Many thanks to Abbie Tyler, Annie Lammas, Erin Richardson, Millie Smythe, Amelia Fortescue, Mollie
Edge, Jess Holloway, Sienna Smith and Anna White for making the week, so much fun. I was very
proud of the team in the way they played and approached the week. We came up, gave it our all and
came 3 by 1 rubber. Congratulations to North Wales and East of Scotland on your promotion to the
next division, we will be up there next year!

Thanks.

Emma Bennett
Captain



